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adoption of this ancient symbol, — ^would have allotted one com- 
partment in the regal escutheon to that charge, which origi- 
nally occupied the whole ; and the omission is the more appa- 
rent in its inducing a repetition of what are erroneously called 
the Arms of England, the lions, or leopards, as an English 
bard calls them, — 

(Our leopards, they so long and bravely did advance 

Above the Jieur-de-lice, even in the heart of France.) 

in the first quarter, being those of Normandy, Guienne, and 

Aquitaine, and in the appearance of a defect, which ought not 

to exist in an empire composed of four nations." — P. 196. 
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MEMOIR 

Of the late Rev. John Williams, Head-master of Ystradr 
meurig School, in the county of Cardigan *. 

" On the morning of Good Friday last, (1818) in the 73d 
year of his age, the Rev. John Williams, Vicar of Nantmel, 
in Radnorshire, Prebendary of Brecon, and upwards of forty 
years Master of the endowed Grammar School at Vstradmeu- 
rig, in the county of Cardigan, closed his mortal course. 

" Throughout his life, as long as his health permitted, he 
continued unremitting in the duties of his sacred profession ; 
and his ability in the discharge of them was generally acknow- 
ledged in the correspondent effect. In early life a steadiness 
of principle and conduct, and a natural unstudied sedateness 
of demeanour, seemed to designate him as the guide and in- 
structor of youth ; and in this arduous task, through a long pe- 
riod of years, he was laboriously and successfully engaged : 
first at Cardigan, then at Ross, and for the last forty years 
at Ystradmeurig. Invited to this last engagement by the una- 

* We extract this " Memoir" from the Provincial Papers, in which it 
appeared about three years ago. And we have no doubt, from the gene- 
ral estimation, in which Mr. Williams was so deservedly held, as well as 
from the public station, he so ably and zealously filled, that many of our 
readers will be pleased to see this brief record of his virtues and talents 
preserved in the Cambbo-Briton.— Ed. 
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nimous wishes of the Trustees, he succeeded, in this well-eu' 
dowed appointment, a man of extraordinary powers and at- 
tainments, whose persevering exertion of a singular and power- 
ful genius (though almost self-taught) had long previously 
raised the school to much celebrity, while his liberality had ma- 
terially increased its endowment; and the successor also (his 
former pupil) happily gave full proof, in the sequel, of his pos- 
sessing those various qualifications which the peculiar exigen- 
cies of the appointment called for. In a province not abound- 
ing in wealth, and situated at a distance from the two Univer- 
sities, it has been found expedient to admit candidates for 
Holy Orders, without insisting on the regular but expensive 
graduation at either of the Universities. In this state of things 
the qualifications of the master of this school, as a -place of 
preparatory study, became an object of no small consequence ; 
and, in this instance, the master proved himself particularly 
and respectably prepared — not only by his classical attain- 
ments, but also by an extensive knowledge in scriptural and 
ecclesiastical learning. Even in early life he was well versed 
in the ancient Fathers, and tlioroughly conversant with the writ- 
ings of the principal luminaries of the English Ch irch, (among 
whom the judicious Hooker and the able and well-discrimi- 
nating Bishop Bull were his favourites) : and in his own reli- 
gious principles, matured by study and reflection, he was, in 
no common degree, qualified to superintend and direct the 
studies of young men preparing for the Church. To promote 
this end, there is, attached to the School, for the use of the 
students, a tolerably well-furnished library. In the general 
result, for the last five and thirty years, the several Bishops, 
in succession, who have presided over the diocese of St. Da- 
vid's, particularly Dr. Warren and Dr. Horseley, have repeat- 
edly spoken handsomely, in general, of the qualifications, both 
in classic literature and in theology, of the candidates that 
came before them from this quarter ; and, at a more recent pe- 
riod. Dr. Cleaver, in the adjoining diocese, was decided and 
open in similar commendation. 

" Long flattered, however, as the master was, by the respect 
and civil expressions of several bishops in succession, be still 
remained without any substantial proof of their favourable sen- 
timents, till the arrival of Dr. Horseley, whose discernment 
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soon marked him with particular notice and distinction ; who, 
on presenting him to a small benefice, assured him it was by 
no means what he wished and intended for him. But, being soon 
after translated from the diocese, he had no opportunity of far- 
ther realizing his declarations. The present pious and learned 
prelate, however, kindly took an early opportunity of making 
some improTement in his church appointments. 

" His state of health declining for some years, he had an op- 
portunity of contemplating, at his leisure, the end of his labours. 
It may not be altogether either uninteresting or unedifying to 
know how such a man met the apparently approaching disso- 
lution of his earthly tabernacle. In the course of the year 
1815 he writes thus : — " My constitution is now become so 
nice, that the least trifle deranges it, and throws it off its ba* 
lance. I am somewhat doubtful about the issue; it may 
deliver me up to a gradual decay, or it may be the means of 
renewing me for some time longer — God's will be done ! I 
hope and trust I may say without presumption (I know it to be 
the result of much thought) that I am, in some degree, m 
utrutnqve paratus — for life or death. I shall, at all events, 
endeavour to join you. Perhaps it may be the last time when 
the three brothers may have an opportunity of meeting *." — 
His words proved prophetic — one of the party, after that meet- 
ing, saw him no more. At parting, the convalescent invalid 
repeated, with more calmness and cheerfulness than the other 
could meet his address, — " Farewell, my brother. Of our meet- 
ing again I somehow have a strong persuasion ; but I do not 
expect it in this world." 

" About this time a number of his former pupils, consulting 
together, unanimously determined on presenting him with some 
testimony of their gratitude and respect, and soon after sent 
him a handsome silver cup, or vase, with a suitable inscription : 
the circumstances are recorded in the third volume of the Cam- 
brian Register. Not long after the same grateful respect 
pressed on him the united request of numbers that he would 
submit to sit for his portrait, to be placed in the library at 
Ystradmeurig ; and with that view, he was much solicited to 
pay a visit to London. Though to visit his brother, residing in 

• " The two others were the Rev. David Williams, of Hcytesbury , Wilts ; 
«nd Mr. Edward Williams, a respectable bookseller, in the Strand." 

QQ 
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town, would have given much pleasure, yet so averse were his 
sentiments from making the sifting for his portrait the induce- 
ment of such a journey, that he begged to decline it. An 
artist from town attended him in the comitry, and, it is said, 
succeeded in a tolerable likeness. But, while his young friends 
were intent on this mark of respect to his person, his thoughts 
were moving to another direction. — "This bustle about this 
portrait of mine," says he, in a letter to his brother at Aber- 
ystwith, " only the more strongly impresses upon my mind the 
far greater importance and necessity of another kind of por- 
trait, so often recommended to us in the Epistles of St. Paul — 
the portrait, at present in contemplation, is a picture of what 
will soon be reduced to dust — but there is an image to be 
drawn on the soul— the image of God I not by the lines and 
pencils of a mortal artist, but by the finger of the Holy Spirit 
on the interior man, in knowledge, righteousness and true holi- 
ness. This portrait consists, first, in a thorough repentance of 
whatever is amiss ; which is, as it were, the clearing and pre- 
paration of the canvas ; when faith and evangelical knowledge 
must be deeply engraved on the very soul ; manifesting their 
lines in love to God and love to man. — In other words, the 
constituent parts of the picture are — ^faith in Christ, resting on 
the cross ; hope, with her anchor fixed beyond the veil of pre- 
sent things, on the eternal rock of ages ; and charity, rising 
from this faith and hope, in strength invincible, active, zealous, 
and persevering. — May God grant that this image, this qualifi- 
cation and only passport to a happy eternity, may be stamped 
effectually on my mind, on your mind, on the souls of all our 
friends — then shall we be sure to meet again, never more to 
part !" 

" A few months before his death, he writes thus — " Under 
(r^uent ailings and growing infirmities, I thank God, I gene- 
/ally feel a delightful serenity of mind ; arising from the firm 
belief of the great truths of our religion, and an earnest endeavour 
to make its laws the rule of my practice ; still with so much 
weakness and imperfection, that, at times, I am greatly hum- 
bled ; though my depressions never sink to the failure of hope — 
my hopes ever rest on the mercies of the Gospel." 

"The frequent recurrence of palpitations of the heart, with 
other unknown causes, brought on a low nervous fever, which 
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confined him several weeks, and induced a general debility ; 
terminating at the last in an apoplectic seizure, with paralysis. 
Though, on the proper applications, his recollections were re- 
covered, the vital powers were exhausted. In the most exem- 
plary spirit of resignation, he continued sensible to the last ; 
and his last breath was wafted in prayer. " He died," says 
his eldest son (his well-qualified successor in the school, and 
the emulator of his virtues) " he died, as he had lived, in the 
peace of God — May my death, as well as the remainder of my 
life, be like his!" 



WELSH TRANSLATIONS. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

Sir, — If you should think the following lines, and the ac- 
companying Welsh version, worthy of a place in your enter- 
taining publication, you are very welcome to insert them ; if 
not, ttirow them into the fire. I remain. Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 
Chwiliedypd. 



LAMENT OF THE CANARY CONFINED IN A CAGE IN ONE 
OF ITS OWN ISLANDS. 

Ah what avails this golden coat. 
Or all the warblings of my throat. 

While I in durance pine ? 
Give me again what Nature gave, 
Tis all I ask, 'tis all I crave. 

Thee, Liberty divine ! 
11. 
Free is thine hand, sweet maid *, and kind. 
That doth for me these dainties find. 

And bounteous thus bestow : 
But can that hand, though fair, controul 
The magic workings of the soul, 

Or heal internal woe ? 

• Its sttendant. 



